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For the past nine years, Sarah has been proactively raising awareness 
of Australia’s unique and historic Avenues of Honour throughout 
Australia, through photographic documentation and gallery exhibitions. 
The ‘Avenues of Honour’ photographic exhibition is a national project to 
preserve and promote Australia’s Avenues of Honour as we commemorate 
the centenary of ANZAC, the Gallipoli landings and World War I.

Sarah Wood
Avenues of Honour Exhibition

Most recently Sarah has been invited by Patrick Simon, Mayor of  
Villers-Bretonneux to exhibit her works at the Franco-Australien Museum 
in Villers-Bretonneux, France during April for Anzac Day 2017. Sarah 
is currently seeking funding for her exhibition to be realised in Villers-
Bretonneux, France in 2017. To date, this project has been self-funded.

swoodphotography.com
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Sarah Wood is a professional Photographer and Horticulturalist based in 
Melbourne, Australia. She completed her education at the Photography 
Studies College in the 1980’s and went on to study a horticultural degree 
at Burnley University in Richmond in 2000. 

The initial inspiration for this project came from her grandfather, Ernest 
Turnbull who fought in Gallipoli and returned to Melbourne to become 
a founding member of Returned Soldier League (RSL) of Australia, 
Victorian Branch. His story featured in a book published by her mother, 
Rosemary Simpson titled, Ernest Turnbull: Citizen Crusader (2015). Her 
interest in the subject matter and ability to build awareness for these 
landmarks is further supported by both her education and passion for 
horticulture.

About Sarah Wood

The photographs of Sarah Wood are a manifestation of her heartfelt 
connection with nature, the Australian landscape and her philanthropic 
commitment to community-based projects of historic and social content. 
This project has enabled Sarah to combine her creative and practical 
passions. Sarah also enjoys photographing gardens, people and animals.

sarah@swoodphotography.com
swoodphotography.com
0402 086 810
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Initially directed by John Hawker from Heritage Victoria, Sarah began 
in 2007 photographing the six heritage listed Avenues at the time – 
Eurack, Ballarat, Woodend, Mont Park, Calder Woodburn, and Bacchus 
Marsh. A highlight was forming her first collection from these Avenues, 
which was opened by Professor Geoffrey Blainey AO at the Shrine of 
Remembrance, Melbourne 2010. Since this opening, her exhibition 
has travelled around Victoria to the National Trust of Victoria, Ballarat, 
Bacchus Marsh, Lorne and most recently Warrigal.

The plantations vary in their representation, signifying either the 
participation in war or the lives lost in battle. Each avenue displays a 
variety of both English and Australian trees, which are appropriate for 
the region. The exhibition currently features Avenues of Honour imagery 
from Victoria, as this state has the largest example (estimated to be over 
300). It reflects the fact that the Australian participation was the highest 
from the state of Victoria. She intends to further expand the exhibition 
over time including imagery of Avenues of Honour from across the 
country.

60,000 Australians died during WWI. War graves & cemeteries could 
have helped the distant grief and mourning, but distances, in the 1920s, 
made it impossible to repatriate the bodies. 

Project Background

The Avenues of Honour were local / municipal initiatives to have 
some commemorative places on Australian soil, and bring some 
presence from the battlefields – places where to share, honour, and 
commemorate the services and sacrifices rendered overseas. Some 
of the Avenues of Honour trees are now threatened by sheer age and 
the development of highways.

During 2015, Sarah had the opportunity to meet with Mayor 
Patrick Simon of Villers-Bretonneux, France, and has since been 
invited to exhibit her works at the Franco-Australien Museum in  
Villers-Bretonneux, France for Anzac Day 2017. 

Sarah intends to continue exhibiting and expanding her collection 
with the goal of raising awareness and respect for these historical 
landmarks both locally and abroad.
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The project consists of approximately 40-framed pieces, covering a range 
of Avenues situated throughout Australia (see page 16). The project 
provides a photographic record of the Avenues of Honour in Victoria 
and across Australia and serves as a reminder of their importance and 
the need for ongoing preservation of these historical landmarks. The 
Avenues act as an ongoing legacy to remember those who fought for 
our freedom. 

The Avenues of Honour Photographic Exhibition aims to provide the 
following benefits:
• To compile a photographic record of the Avenues of Honour in Victoria 

and across Australia
• To educate the younger generation on the significance, value and 

historic importance of the Avenues of Honour and the need for 
continued preservation

• To build awareness and respect for the historical Avenues of Honour 
plantations in Australia and New Zealand.

Current Project Details

Through travelling to France, the Exhibition will engage global audiences 
with the uniquely Australian War Memorial plantings that signify and 
represent the Australian soldiers who made the ultimate sacrifice for 
our freedom today. These plantings are unique to Australia and New 
Zealand and are found nowhere else in the world.
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Shrine of Remembrance,  Melbourne Victoria 
Opened by Professor Geoffrey Blainey AO, 

29th October 2010 – 31st January, 2011

National Trust of Victoria, Melbourne Victoria
 1st February – 16th March, 2011

B1 Gallery, Ballarat
 1st November – 17th November 2012

Bacchus Marsh WW1, Bacchus Marsh
10th August, 2013 Centenary Awareness Day 2013

Lerderderg Library, Moorabool Shire Council
15th May – 30th June, 2014

Bacchus Marsh Primary School, Moorabool Shire Council
14th July –  19th September, 2014

Mantra Lorne, Great Ocean Road, Colac Otway Shire Council 
23rd April – 30th April, 2015 ( Anzac Day 2015 )

Warrigal Library, Baw Baw Shire Council 
 16th May – 27th June, 2015

Exhibitions
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Woodend, Victoria, 5 images

Ballarat, Victoria, 4 images

Eurack, Victoria, 4 images

Calder Woodburn, Victoria, 4 images

Mont Park, Victoria, 3 images

Geelong North, Victoria, 2 images

Great Ocean Road, Victoria, 2 images

Bacchus Marsh, Victoria, 3 images

Derrinallum, Victoria, 3 images

Mortlake, Victoria, 1 image

Sommerville, Victoria, 1 image

Balnarring, Victoria, 1 image

Birregurra, Victoria, 1 image

Queenscliff, Victoria, 1 image

Daylesford, Victoria, 1 image

Kyneton, Victoria, 1 image

Chewton, Victoria, 1 image

Shrine of Remembrance, Victoria, 1 image

Kingston, Victoria, 1 image

Each image is framed in an Australian natural timber frame measuring 40 x 51cm.

The Victorian Avenues of Honour Collection Exhibitions
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To date, Sarah’s Avenue work has been a self-funded project. Now that 
Sarah has been invited to exhibit her works in France during 2017, she is 
seeking financial support for the Exhibition transportation. As part of the 
funding initiative, a profile has been created through ‘Australian Cultural 
Fund’ to accept tax deductable donations.

The funds will be used to transport the exhibition to Villers-Bretonneux, 
France in April 2017 and be put towards things including:
• Transportation of artworks
• Printing and translation of Exhibition Information Cards 
• Development and distribution of marketing materials
• Travel expenses including accommodation and car hire for the 

duration of the artist stay

Funding Support & how your Donation will help

Sarah’s profile can be found at the following link:
https://australianculturalfund.org.au/projects/avenues-of-honour-
memorial-exhibition-centenary-years-2015-2018/

https://australianculturalfund.org.au/projects/avenues-of-honour-memorial-exhibition-centenary-years
https://australianculturalfund.org.au/projects/avenues-of-honour-memorial-exhibition-centenary-years


10


